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A Note from the Alumni Office
The Holy Spirit is continually moving in our school. Our theme this year, Light Shines in Darkness, is becoming
apparent through our student body and staff, as well as various activities on campus. STEMFEST and Academy Days
were very successful events and were opportunities for both the local Seventh-day Adventist community and those
in the surrounding area to visit our school. We look to future events and hope that HVA will continue to have an
impact in the community.
Our alumni are doing some impressive things and giving back to those around them in a variety of ways. In this
newsletter we have included some of their stories so that you may have the opportunity to be inspired by them
just as we have been. If you are interested in having an article, story, or other news featured in the newsletter,
please contact us.
Blessings,
The HVA/MAA Alumni Office

Alumni Spotlight
Nathaniel Erb, Class of 2010
During the summer of 2014, Nathaniel Erb
embarked on the most monumental adventure of his
life. Mere weeks after finishing his undergraduate
degree in Legal Studies, Erb boarded a plane and flew
to Seattle to meet up with four other men who had
banded together to bicycle from Seattle, WA to Key
West, FL. Their goal was to raise awareness about the
crisis of Human Trafficking and funds for one of the
members, Jay Atlas, to build a safe house for victims
in Philadelphia. Surprisingly, these four men who had
signed up for such a long journey together had only
met each other once before.
“The most amazing thing about the trip was
the degree to which people went out of their way to
help us,” Erb said. In Seattle, the group spent a week
planning last minute details for the trip and
volunteering for Seattle Against Slavery alongside a
local software engineer that Erb had met a week prior
in Costa Rica. “I was talking to this random guy I had
met at a restaurant while waiting for my girlfriend to
get off work,” Erb remembered. “Here I was in this
small town in Costa Rica, distraught about the fact
that I had just heard that our place to stay in Seattle
fell through. I desperately needed a place to send my

Erb (second from right) pictured above with his biking companions.

bike. Out of nowhere, a big storm came rolling up
and good sense told me to go and get a rain jacket.
For some reason my gut, told me no. I prayed,
followed my gut, and headed for the closest
restaurant. Low and behold, I not only met
someone who lived in Seattle, but he offered me
and my fellow riders a place to stay. It was simply
an act of God.”
According to Erb, God revealed his presence
the entire time they were on the road. God often
brought them to the most dire of conditions only to
rain mercy on them.

In addition to having opportunities to
strengthen their relationship with God, the four were
riding for a cause that was larger than themselves. A
trip spanning over 4,500 miles, the longest route
taken, allowed them to raise awareness about the
issue of human trafficking in the U.S. and
internationally. “There are over 27 million slaves still
in the world today. The US State Department states
that 16,000 or more of those slaves are brought into
the U.S. each year, not counting those who are
enslaved within the US. They are brought here for us,
because of us,” Erb said. “Every day, we all support
the exploitation of people’s lives and happiness for
money. Every day, some product we buy, some
service we use, is available at the expense of the
sweat and freedom of someone, somewhere. We
don’t want to think about it. We don’t think we are
guilty of slavery because we don’t operate the
factories, so we don’t directly abuse the children. But
every day, we all make a choice not to pay attention;
not to take a second to look and think about who’s
really paying for this great American dream. I’m the
first person to admit that I make a mistake each day. I
don’t do my best, but I have to try harder and so do
you.”
Taking three separate routes, they traveled
city to city to volunteer and work with different
organizations. The riders volunteered in various
programs doing everything from manual labor, to
restoring facilities, to holding speaking events.
Everywhere they went they made an effort to go out
of their comfort zones, tell people what is going on,
and direct them to organizations, such as Made in a
Free World, which provides resources to educate

people on where their products come from and how
to encourage their favorite businesses to go slavery
free.
Since returning home in September, Erb is
now working on policy initiatives as part of The
Samaritan Women Project (TSW) in Baltimore, MD.
TSW is a leading recovery facility for women affected
by violence of all kinds. Currently, TSW’s advocacy
side, the Maryland Rescue & Restore Coalition, is
leading the charge for safe harbor laws in Maryland.
Without these laws, trafficking victims under the age
of 18 are being convicted of crimes that they were
forced to commit.
Erb encourages everyone to find out ways
they can make their lifestyle slavery-free by making
one small choice each day or even each week. He also
encourages people to go to TSW’s website and
discover ways to volunteer with TSW and
organizations in other areas. Volunteer opportunities
are available for individuals, families, and school
groups.
thesamaritanwomen.org

Erb at the end of his journey.

Alumni Updates
John Lamb, Class of 1987, lives near Chattanooga, TN and works as the Director of Grants,
Donations, and Systems Support for Habitat for Humanity of Greater Chattanooga Area. He and his wife
Cindee (Higgs) have three children – Robert, Samuel and Patrick. John is currently the vice-chair of the
Standifer Gap SDA School board, and was formerly on the board of Habitat for Humanity of Tennessee. He has
written a book on the Winans Steam Gun entitled A Strange Engine of War, and was a guest on the popular TV
show Mythbusters in 2007. When he is not working, John enjoys birding, photography, and listening to all
sorts of music.
Book Review:
www.civilwarnews.com/reviews/2012br/jan
/engine-lamb-bw010412.html

Amanda Barizo, Class of 2001,

is a Senior Lecturer at the Philippine School of Prosthetics & Orthotics
established by the UK organization, Exceed (www.exceed-worldwide.org). The school operates in the University of the East
Ramon Magsaysay Memorial Medical Center and is the first formal prosthetic and orthotic education program in the
country. Her career focus is in the equal treatment and social inclusion of persons with disabilities (PWDs) in the developing
world. The provision of an orthotic brace or prosthetic limb combined with appropriate rehabilitation services will create a
life-changing impact for a population that, in a developing country, is often harshly stigmatized and disproportionately
affected by poverty, hunger, violence, and lack of employment and education.
Amanda is a graduate of Washington Adventist University, with a degree in mathematics and minors in French and
philosophy. She took her prosthetics training at George Brown College in Toronto, where she graduated as valedictorian of
the School of Health Sciences. She is also involved with the organization, Project Propel
(www.projectpropel.org), which starts cooperative urban gardens and health promotion programs among the slums and
depressed areas in Metro Manila in the Philippines.

John- Michael Ouko & Austin Owens, members of the class of 2009,

are doing
wonderful things in Kenya! John-Michael is the executive director and Austin, the marketing director for Mwanzo Mpya
Africa. The mission of Mwanzo Mpya Africa, also known as New Beginning Africa, is to promote the health and well-being of
the local population by providing accessible, high-quality medical care for people of all ages. They believe that building
healthier lives will lead to a brighter future.
They are committed to providing services that will result in a
successful medical clinic and give communities a fighting chance against threats to their health. They want to enhance
optimal health for patients by eliminating all barriers against their health
and help people in need reach their fullest potential.
When asked about the future of the organization Owens
responded, “Our plan for moving forward is to expand to a bigger
facility in less than 10 years. We also want to acquire more equipment for
a laboratory and expand our services to different locations. We want to
focus on building a sustainable clinic in one area, then move on to other
areas. We plan to accomplish these goals by introducing our services to
the local communities through speaking engagements, promotional
Owens (pictured left), Marketing Director &
events, print advertising, and home visits. We want to grow and expand
Ouko (right), Executive Director
in order to reach more patients in other areas.”
newbeginningafrica.org

Family Announcements

Jack Brown (‘92) and his wife
Marcie welcomed a daughter,
Amalia Frances Brown, their
second child, into the world on
August 27, 2014. They
currently live in WinstonSalem, NC.

Sandra Kemboi ('06) married
Jonathan Peter on June 29, 2014.
The ceremony was officiated by
Pastor Vladimir Corea in Laurel,
MD. Sandra works as a SpeechLanguage Pathologist Assistant
and is earning her M.S. in
Speech-Language Pathology at
the University of DC. Jon is the
Associate
Director
for
Institutional
Research
at
Washington Adventist University.
They reside in Takoma Park, MD.

John Givens (‘04) & Jodie Lee
(‘05) were married on October
12, 2014. The wedding
ceremony and reception was
held at The Castle at Maryvale
in Lutherville, MD. John and
Jodie were joined by their
family and closest friends,
including other HVA Alumni.
The newlyweds reside on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland.

Mandi Powell (’06) and Sammy
Singh (’06), who met their
freshman year at HVA were
married on November 11, 2014.
The ceremony was officiated by
Pastor Vladimir Corea in Playa
del Carmen, Mexico. They
currently reside in Dayton, OH
and work for the Kettering
Health Network. Mandi is a
Physical Therapist and Sammy
works as an Interventional
Radiology Technologist.
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Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year
Our prayer is that you may enjoy the peace and joy
of our merciful Savior this holiday season!
A gracious donor has offered to match up to $50,000 of donations towards the
Worthy Student Fund for our students. Every dollar you give is worth $2.
We ask that you please consider HVA in your end of the year giving.

If you would like to
help HVA stay in
contact with our
MAA & HVA Alumni,
please email us!

Alumni Weekend May 1-3, 2015
Featuring: Author Jerry D. Thomas

Save the date!
If you’re interested in participating during the Alumni Weekend
activities, please contact us as soon as possible!

