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Alumni Spotlight
Mt. Aetna Alumni Academy visit
Alaska & other alumni friends

Mt. Aetna Academy Alumni & Friends on Alaskan Trip

Pastor Lonnie Melashenko ‘64 and his wife,
Jeannie (Jones) Melashenko’64 recently went on an
amazing trip with other Mt. Aetna alumni to see the
natural beauty of Alaska.
They joined Joedy
Melashenko (AA66), John ’66 and Eileen (Harkins)
Negley’67 and other friends in their RVs for the longtrip (12, 000 miles in all for themselves). Two of the
group members even made it to the “Top of the
World” in West Dawson, Yukon on the western banks
of the Yukon River.
Lonnie and Jeannie have continued their
travels by visiting other
Mt. Aetna Academy Alumni
such as Retha (Ward) Figgs
’65 and her husband, Robb.
They are big-time farmers
with award-winning tractors
(Retha) who live on the
Eastern Shore. The Melashenko family would like to
invite Mt. Aetna and HVA Alumni to continue to travel
with them as they experience a trip to the Holy Land
with fellow alum Charles (att.) and Karen Byrd. They
will be traveling to Israel, May 14-26, 2017 and to
Jordan, May 26-June 1, 2017. More information can
be found at lonniemelashenko.com or the Questline
Productions tour website at qlp.tv/tour. We hope you
can join them!

Singer/Songwriter Joey
Tolbert produces 3 solo
projects
Joey (Norwood) Tolbert
‘97 has been busy as a
songwriter and singer in
Tennessee. She graduated
from Southern Adventist
University with a B.S. and M.A. Tolbert’s most recent project
and is currently working as a
college teacher in Cleveland, TN for the Humanities
department. She has been married to Matthew for 16
years and has 2 children-Charlie and Lela. Living in
Ooltewah, TN, she has been a member of Message of
Mercy (www.messageofmercy.com) for 12 years in
addition to her solo work from which she has
produced 3 CDs. If you would like more information
about her singing for a concert at your organization,
you may go to www.joeytolbert.com or check her
music out at iTunes.

Do you have any news or updates
you are willing to share with our
alumni? Please send your
submissions/updates to us at
alumni@highlandviewacademy.com
or contact us via phone at 301-7398480, ext. 222

HVA Welcomes New Faculty & Staff
Written by Dr. Lori Zerne

Highland View Academy has three full-time faculty
and staff members joining the school this year.
Husband-andwife team
Andrew and
Colleen Lay have
come from
Indiana Academy
in Cicero,
Indiana. Andrew
is the new development director and music teacher.
Andrew most recently served as the box office’s
senior customer care representative for the
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. Prior to that, he
had worked as a Patron Services Representative and
development officer serving subscribers/donors with
their ticketing needs and annual fund contributions.
He also spent 15 years teaching music on the
elementary and high school levels in Indiana and
California.
Andrew says, “I enjoy building
relationships and working to bring out the best in
people. Seeing students use their talents for God and
involved in their churches and communities is a great
blessing.” As development director, he aims to help
donors and alumni work together with the school to
create a positive, Christian environment in which
students can learn and grow. Then, he says, “We will
receive the joy of giving back to others as we have
been blessed in the past.”
Andrew’s wife, Colleen, joins the science
department. Before coming to HVA, she taught math
and science at Indiana Academy for 19 years. She
says she loves science because it allows her to see
“how things work together and how much order God
put into our world, from the orbits of the planets to
the minutest subatomic particle.” As a science
teacher, Colleen says her goal “is to show students the
Creator behind the science. I also want to challenge
my students to become critical thinkers and to
prepare them for future careers involving science.”
Colleen and Andrew believe God called them to HVA,
and they are enjoying working with the staff and
getting to know the students.

Erik Borges comes to
Highland View Academy
eager to be part of the
close-knit community.
He says that he was
attracted to the school
by “the positivity of the
student body, the unity
of the staff, and the
willingness of the area
pastors to be involved with the school and
students.” Coming from central California, he says he
was also drawn in part by the green grass on HVA’s
campus.
Borges says he sees “potential” in HVA. “I
hope to be able to help the school continue to grow in
many different ways,” he continues. “I will be
honored to be part of the process.” He aims to make
HVA “a place that is a shining light for the community,
a place where students dream about coming to
school, a place where the students will grow
spiritually, academically and physically.” His goal is to
“help students be productive citizens here on earth
and in heaven,” an aim that aligns with HVA’s mission
statement, “to inspire and mentor our students to
excel in all Christ calls them to do.”
Borges comes to HVA from Armona Union
Academy in Armona, Calif., where he has been
principal since 2007. He has a passion for teaching
and coaching. As a principal, he says he enjoys “being
able to be a part of everything” at school and “being
able to help in a variety of different areas.” He most
enjoys working with students, he says, “helping them
prepare for college and life after school and helping
them overcome whatever is standing in their way
from being successful.”
HVA registrar Shannon Brown looks forward to
working with Borges. She says, “As we talk about
plans for HVA I am deeply impressed by his
commitment to Adventist education. He holds true to
our values of providing a strong spiritual environment
where our children can grow to know Jesus as their
Friend and Savior. He also has an excellent history of
fostering a strong academic environment while
providing excellent music and sports programs as
well. I see a wonderful years ahead for Highland View
Academy.”
Borges is married to Kirsten Borges, who is a
nurse. Their daughter Luci is entering seventh grade,
and their daughter Lili is entering fifth grade.

Joey Rouse, the new
head boys’ dean, felt
God’s call to come to
HVA, and he and his
family were eager to
move to what he calls
“such a beautiful
location.” He
previously served
as assistant dean at Union Springs Academy (Union Springs, N.Y.) and
Bass Memorial Academy (Lumberton, Miss.). As a dean, he aims to
help students grow closer to Jesus, to provide an atmosphere for
optimal spiritual and academic growth, and to encourage the boys in
the dormitory to feel as though they are at their home away from
home. He says, “My favorite part of being a dean is getting to know
the boys and allowing God to use me to help them navigate this
potentially turbulent time in their lives.” Joey and his wife, Danielle,
have five children.
“These three additions to our campus are contributing to
HVA’s continued growth,” says principal Erik Borges.

Alumni Updates
Deborah (Beason) Daughters’71 via Facebook was able to find the
original words to the first HVA school song sung to ‘Scotland the
Brave’. Look for it being included in this school year’s alumni
weekend May 5-7, 2017 in addition to our current school song
arranged by a former music teacher.
Kelly Denise (Dobry) Lee’86 recently passed away unexpectedly at
her home in Westminster, MD. She worked as a specialist for the
center for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Please remember her
family in your prayers.
Tim Taylor ‘89 was recently placed on the Finance sub-committee
of the HVA Board of Trustees. He currently resides in West Virginia
where he works as a financial advisor.
Jazzmin Pride ‘12 published an article in the Adventist Review for
the July 2016 issue. Entitled “Countdown to Sabbath”, she
reviewed how her family spent Sabbath at home. She is currently
an elementary education major at Oakwood University in
Huntsville, Alabama.
Amanda Corea’’07 was recently joined by her sister Marci Corea
‘12 in working at HVA. Amanda works in the Registrar office and in
Campus Ministries while Marci has joined us as Assistant Dean of
Girls.

1953 –
1958 –
1964 –
1966 –
1969 –
1970 –
1973 –
1974 –
1975 –
1978 –
1980 –

Class Agents

James R. Cowdrick
Susan (Phelps) Harvey
Ronald G. Beachley
John J. Negley
William Ruby
Karen (VanSant) Sigler
Fred Stephens
Stephen L. Wilson
Walter Hardy
Douglas Gadway
Darlene (Barr) Milam
Tim Sheriden
1982 –
Lisa (Wood) Tanguay
1984 –
Debbie (Forquer) Fisher
1985 –
Debbie (Lam) Boussy
1986 –
Rhett Eklund
1987 –
Claudia (Alonso) Eklund
1990 –
Richard Easley
1992 –
Daniel (Dan) Bates
Jack Brown
1994 –
Jennifer (Minner) Payne
1995 –
Erin (Hoover) Woodhouse
1996 –
Heather (Smith) Landers
1997 –
Stephen Herr
Kartini (Van Gils) Maxson
1999 –
Robert Herr
Angela Jewel
2001 –
Jonathan Araujo
Monica (Jackson) Nudd
Bart Smith
2002 –
William Iverson
2003 –
Timothy Adams
Kenneth Turpen
2004 –
Veronica (Jackson) Hurst
Bobby Kenyon
2005 –
Frank VanDerhoof III
2006 –
Martin Nestares
2008 –
Brady Lee
2012 –
Marci Corea
Do you not see your year on this list?
We need a class agent for you class!
Please email
alumni@highlandviewacademy.com
if you’re interested.
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Save the date!

Alumni Weekend May 5-7, 2017

If you would like to help HVA stay in contact with our MAA & HVA Alumni,
please email us, or if you’re interested in participating during the Alumni
Weekend activities, please contact us as soon as possible!

