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Craig Luecke ‘81 joined the Mt. Aetna Volunteer Fire Dept (MAVFD)
in 1979 as soon as he turned 16 years old. Worked summers at the
Mt. Aetna Pool across the street and attended HVA through 1981.
During that time period I became a certified EMT also volunteering at
Co. 75 during the Saturday overnights.
Once I graduated from HVA I returned to Montgomery County,
Maryland and joined the Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department Co 4
& 40 while going to college to become a Fire Protection Engineer. I
applied and was hired by the Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department (Virginia) in 1986. During my 28
year career with Fairfax I was fortunate to be assigned to the Hazardous Materials Team, Paramedic, and
eventually assist in building the current Fairfax County International Urban Search & Rescue Team (VATF1, USA-1). We responded to many historical events including the Oklahoma City Bombing, earthquakes worldwide, hurricanes, and the Pentagon on 9/11. Additionally, was able to develop several
FEMA and USAID Urban Search & Rescue Courses that are currently used around the world.
I have since retired from the fire service and now work for Marriott International as a Fire Protection
Specialist as well as a Flight Attendant with Southwest Airlines. The combination of the two allows me to
travel and enjoy the world while still helping others.
It is without a doubt that the Mt. Aetna Volunteer Fire Company 16 along with the patient mentorship of
many members influenced a direction I would have never imagined. To this day I have my MAVFD shield
and helmet as a reminder of where I came from. I have so much gratitude for the people who took the
time to help me get to where I am today.

Alumni Spotlight

Healthcare

Dawn (Rongus) Lynch ‘77 graduated from
Southern Adventist University and has been
working as a RN for the past 36
years. Though most of her career
was with AdventHealth (formally
Adventist Health System), she and
her husband Chuck, who is a now
retired RN, spent several years as
traveling nurses throughout the
West.

Chuck and Dawn both have had the privilege to help folk in other countries and
have traveled with AdventHealth’s Global Mission Initiatives as well as
Chuck’s brothers LLC—Give
Back to Humanity.

Currently, Dawn is the Chief
Nursing Officer for AdventHealth
New Smyrna Beach and loves
living and taking care of her
community at the Beach!
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Ed
Detwiler
’79
started
with the
Mt. Aetna
Volunteer
Fire Department
in August of 1975. In 1981, I
joined the US Air Force to do
Crash Fire Rescue with fellow
HVA Alum Phil Leitma. Being
a public servant started with
being at HVA and volunteering at MAVFD.
I have been able to use my
training and experiences from
the Fire Service to give back
to my community as a volunteer. a teenage would ever
dream.

It has giving me career opportunities and abilities to deal with
situations beyond anything.
For over 40 years I have
served in multiple departments,
in multiple states as a volunteer, career, military, and civilian Federal Firefighter. From a
Firefighter to driver, Lieutenant
to Chief, I have trained and
served as requested. Currently
I work for the Federal Government as a Senior Program
Manager, and the experiences
and training gained through the
Fire Service provided the basis
for my hiring.
I am currently in my 9th year as
a Chief at the local volunteer
station and also work as a state

Countries that they have been
to include: Africa, Philippines,
and Belize. Both look forward
to further opportunities to take
the Mission of AdventHealth—
Extending the Healing Ministry
of Christ—to more folks
throughout the world.

fire instructor for the University
of MD.

HVA at the time was very
supportive of the student’s
involvement in community
service and giving back.
While going to school we also
were allowed to take “fire”
classes. This put me on a
career trajectory to be in right
place, at the right time to help
those in need. We are blessed
on this path we have “chosen.”
In no small part for my
generation of students who
were members of MAVFD, we
now understand we were
molded by our experiences at
HVA and as we reflect on the
past, we are able to proudly
smile.

Alumni Updates
David Townsend ‘70 enjoyed
meeting Lord Huntly-Clan
Campbell from Scotland at a
Ventura, CA Scottish festival
recently and wondered if anyone
still played bagpipes or practiced
Tartan day at our school. If you
do play bagpipes please notify
us so we can use your talents
during Alumni events.

Alumni Spotlight
Ben Waller ’76 joined the Mt. Aetna VFD in
1975 and attended the University of Maryland
Basic Firemanship class while a senior at
HVA. He moved to Collegedale, TN in 1976
and joined the Tri-Community VFD there. He
became an EMT in 1977, and a Paramedic in
1984. He earned his Paramedic Associate's
degree from Chattanooga State Community
College in 1985, his Bachelor's degree in Fire
Administration from Memphis State University
in 1989 and a Master of Public Administration
degree from Clemson University in 2001.
His career included being a Firefighter/
Paramedic with the Chattanooga Fire Department, a Shift Commander and Training Officer
with Hamilton County EMS, and the McMinn
County EMS Chief in Tennessee. Ben moved
to South Carolina in 1992 where he worked as
a Paramedic/Rescue Specialist for Greenville
County EMS. He later became the GCEMS
Rescue Coordinator. In 2003 he became a
Training Captain with Hilton Head Island Fire
Rescue was promoted to Battalion Chief in
2007, and retired in 2018.
Ben also worked part time as an instructor and
course developer for the Tennessee Rescue
College and the South Carolina Fire Academy.
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Give to Scholarship Funds like the DeHaan
Scholarship or Worthy
Student.

Ben's
professional
certifications
include Urban Search and Rescue
Specialist, Hazardous Materials Technician and Hazardous Materials
Incident Fire Officer 4, Fire Instructor
2,and Incident Safety Officer.
He has been awarded numerous
medals and commendations for lifesaving, rescue, and community
service.
Ben is married to Janet Caylor Waller,
a Registered Nurse. His son Shannon is
Major in the United States Marine
Corps. His daughter Laura is a U.S.
Park Service Ranger, and daughter
Katy works in sales for the Believe
Corporation. Ben has two young
grandchildren, Hayden and Victoria.
Ben attributes his Fire/Rescue career
to the lessons he began learning as a
volunteer firefighter while attending
HVA and to his desire to help others.

Mentor a young alumni or current student from your area.

Participate in 5k or Golf events
during Alumni weekend.

Engage your classmates in giving
back to help students attend
HVA.

Remember the founders and
visionaries that came before you
who built HVA/MAA
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Derrick
Dye
‘14
joined the Mt. Aetna
Volunteer Fire Department in 2012 in between the summer of
his sophomore and
junior years at HVA.
Some of his best
memories from high
school were connected to the fire department. From being able
to leave class to go to
Derrick Dye ’14 & his
a fire call, to using the
step-sister Hope Wootton ’13
fire truck to help with
his senior marriage
project, Mt. Aetna fire helped enrich his high school experience. Not only that, but it helped shape his future.
The fire department was where his first real relationships
with people not in the Adventist community were formed people he took fire classes with, and spent time with in the
fire department, to the people in the community that he had
to help. He says “this experience helped me in my decision
to join the Military Fire Service, and helped make the transition easier. Without joining the Mt. Aetna Fire Department, I
would be on a 180-degree turn around for the career path I
am following. Being a firefighter, got me interested in EMS
work, which led to my interest in helicopter medevacs,
which has lead my journey to be a cadet at the United
States Air Force Academy, with aspirations to go to pilot
training and fly rescue helicopters.”

Sandy Trumpower
‘85 battles a car
fire during work
with the Mt. Aetna
Volunteer Fire
Department,
Co. 16

Sandy (Cowdrick) Trumpower ‘85
tells her story. “My brothers were
members of the FD. Because we were
community students and my brothers
were the ones driving, when they
stopped at the station on the way
home, I had no choice but stop at the
station with them. At the time, I
worked for the Work Coordinator/Vice
Principal William Jackson who was also a FD member. I would help him by
typing the FD meeting minutes,
etc. Even then, firefighting wasn't
something I thought about. It just happened that the year I turned 16 (the
age to be eligible to join the FD), we
held an EMT course at our station. So, I joined the company and became an EMT as a Junior at HVA. I
was hooked on how it felt to help
someone during an emergency. I continued my training as a firefighter,
achieving my Fire Officer 2 certification. The highest operational rank
that I achieved was Assistant Chief
and Training Officer. 35 years later, I
continue to be
an active firefighter, EMT,
and apparatus
driver.
Growing up, my
world revolved
around an Adventist community. While this
was a blessing,
I was also very
protected and naïve. Responding to
emergency calls allowed me to see the
needs of the community.

I met my husband (Daryl) of 28 years
at the fire department. We continue to
respond to emergencies together. We
have two children: Brock, 18 and
Rachel, 15.
My experience of patient care in the
field prompted me to enter nursing. I
earned B.S. in Nursing. I work as a
Registered Nurse in the Post Anesthesia Care Unit at Meritus Medical
Center in Hagerstown, MD. I also hold
a B.S. in Business Administration.”

Development Report
Update
Annual Giving Goals*
Funding Area
Student Aid

2019 Student Aid
Goal Received
$400,000

$205,950

$75,000

$62,550

$300,000

$142,655

ASSIST

$13,128

$1,399

Campus Improvement (excludes GIK)

$15,000

$1,532

Videography Equipment

$10,000

$0

Work Matching Scholarship

$11,300

$0

Music Dept. Funding (excludes GIK)

$Varies

$2,820

Athletics Funding

$Varies

$5,618

STEM

$Varies
$5,625
*Data as of 3.25.19

DeHaan Scholarship Fund
Worthy Student Fund

Project Descriptions
DeHaan Scholarship Fund: Matching Fund for qualified students who have financial
need. Student and their families raise their portion for the funds to be matched through
the fund.
Worthy Student Fund: Student aid for any qualified students who have financial need.
ASSIST: A service-oriented work program connecting senior citizens & students.
Campus Improvement: Various projects to maintain and update campus buildings.
Videography Equipment: New program initiative for equipment for the New Photograph and Videography class.

Alumni Giving

Update by Class
Total 2019 Alumni Giving: $8,751.84
Class of 1952
Class of 1958
Class of 1959
Class of 1966
Class of 1974
Class of 1975
Class of 1977
Class of 1983
Class of 1984
Class of 1985
Class of 1987

$75
$100
$200
$250
$225
$25
$25
$150
$125
$1,650
$1,420

Class of 1990
Class of 1991
Class of 1992
Class of 1994
Class of 2001
Class of 2002
Class of 2004
Class of 2006
Class of 2007
Class of 2016

$50
$300
$75
$100
$130
$25
$100
$2,000
$1,427
$100

Check out the giving page for more information
www.highlandviewacademy.com/contact/giving

Washington County Gives 2019

HVA is participating in Washington County Gives on Tuesday, May 7, 2019. This
24-hour Giving Day is an initiative of The Community Foundation of Washington County
Maryland Inc. and encourages the residents of our county to give back to many different
non-profits in our surrounding area. You can begin giving to Highland View Academy on
the online website beginning on April 23-May 6 for advanced giving.

Join this challenge in advance or beginning at
12:01am - 11:59pm on May 7
Every gift you give counts to our total giving during the Giving Day and matching donations
and prizes will be awarded to several of the participating non-profits.
For more information check out the website at: www.washingtoncountygives.org

Application
Date: May 12, 2019

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Location: HVA campus

Schedule

Registration Start Time: 8:00 a.m.
Registration Close Time: 8:50 a.m.
Race Start:

9:00 a.m.

Awards Ceremony:

10:00 a.m.

___________________________

Start Location:

HVA Admin. Parking
Lot

Registration Cost:

Date of Application (mm/dd/yr)

$25 March 12-May 12
$30 May 12 (Race day)

________________________

___________________________________________

Name

Address

________________________

___________________________________________

Phone Number

Email Address

______

____________

Shirt Sizes:

Age

Gender (M/F)

(Circle One)

Adult S

M

L

XL

XXL

Please send check with application to:

Or for credit card payment complete below:

Tartan 5K Run

______________________________________

Highland View Academy

CC# (AE, MC, Visa)

10100 Academy Drive

_______________

_____ _____________

Hagerstown MD 21740

Expiration Date

CSV Card Zip Code

_____________________________________
Cardholder Signature
To pay online, please visit our Giving page (https://www.highlandviewacademy.com/contact/
giving), Complete the requested information and place in the Notes field: 2019 Tartan 5K Run
Runner’s Bib and your shirt (if you register by April 19) will be given to you before the run on
the race day beginning at 8 a.m. at the Race Start. Extra shirts may be available at shirt cost
after the run.

HVA &
Association
HVA
& MAA
MAAAlumni
Alumni
Association

Office
of Alumni
Alumni&&Development
Development
Office of
10100 Academy Drive
10100 Academy Dr, Hagerstown, MD 21740
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Alumni Weekend Tribute
Invitation from Olga Racine (Bilan), former HVA Music Teacher:
Being family ultimately means getting together to share our joys and sorrows.

During alumni weekend we are planning to have a special Memorial Vespers
where we would like to share memories and to honor the lives of HVA alumni
and staff that have passed away since the last
alumni weekend. Please join us on May 10,
Friday, at 7:30 at the Highland View Church to
remember Anna Kim, class of 2013, Frank and
Dolly DeHaan and others.
We hope to see you there!

